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CBCS-SYLLABUS

SEMESTER-I

Course Code Course Title Credits Marks No. of Hours
I.A. ESE Total Lec. Tuto. Prac.

HIST 101C State and Society in Ancient India 4 10 40 50 60 - -
HIST 102C Transition to Colonialism in India:

1700-1857
4 10 40 50 60 - -

HIST 103C Agrarian and Industrial Economy of
Modern India

4 10 40 50 60 - -

HIST 104C Aspects of Social History: Caste,
Gender and Labour in Indian History

4 10 40 50 60 - -

HIST 105IA Internal Assignment: Tutorial/
Assignment/ Seminar/ Group

Discussion

4 50 - 50 - - 120

HIST 106CF Communicative Skill and Personality
Development

1 50 - 50 15 - -

SEMESTER-II

Course Code Course Title Credits Marks No. of Hours
I.A. ESE Total Lec. Tuto. Prac.

HIST 201C State and Society in Medieval India 4 10 40 50 60 - -
HIST 202C Nationalism and the Colonial State in

India: 1858-1947
4 10 40 50 60 - -

HIST 203C Trade, Banking and Finance: The
Movement of Capital  in Modern

India

4 10 40 50 60 - -

HIST 204C Intellectual Foundations of Modern
West

4 10 40 50 60 - -

HIST 205IA Internal Assignment: Tutorial/
Assignment/ Seminar/ Group

Discussion

4 50 - 50 - - 120

HIST 206EF 1. Yoga and Life Skill Education
2. Value Education and Human

Rights

1 50 - 50 15 - -



SEMESTER-III

Course
Code

Course Title Credits Marks No. of Hours
I.A. ESE Total Lec. Tuto. Prac.

HIST 301C Historiography and
Historical Methods

4 10 40 50 60 - -

HIST 302C Birth of the Modern
World: Capitalism and

Colonialism in Historical
Perspective

4 10 40 50 60 - -

HIST
303EA

Colonialism and its
Impact on Indian Society

and Culture

4 10 40 50 60 - -

HIST
304EIDA

Crime, Law and Society
in Colonial India

4 10 40 50 60

HIST304
EIDB

Studies in Literary
Culture and Identities in

Modern India

4 10 40 50 60 - -

HIST
305IA
(D,V)

Dissertation , viva voce 4 - - 30+20=50 - - 120+15(Library)

SEMESTER-IV

Course
Code

Course Title Credits Marks No. of Hours
I.A. ESE Total Lec. Tuto. Prac.

HIST 401C Twentieth-Century
World

4 10 40 50 60 - -

HIST 402C Traditions of History
Writing in India

4 10 40 50 60 - -

HIST
403EA

State and Society in
Post-colonial India

4 10 40 50 60 - -

HIST 404
EB

History of South-West
Bengal 1740-1947

4 50 - 50 60 - -

HIST405IA
(D,V)

Dissertation , viva voce 4 - - 30+20=50 - - 120+15(Library)



HIST 101C: State and Society in Ancient India

a. Historiography: Broad outline.

b. Proto-States: Chiefdoms of later Vedic times. Territorial States in the Age of the

Buddha.

c. The Mauryan State: Socio-economic basis—Theory and Practice, Nature and functions.

Mauryan Polity.

d. Gupta State: Administrative organization, tributary system, and socio-economic basis.

Gupta polity.

e. Formation of Regional Polities in the Gupta and post-Gupta period.

f. State formation in South India: Chiefdoms and the Cholas

Suggested Readings:

1. A.L. Basham, History and Doctrine of the Ajivikas, New Delhi, 1951.
2. AS Altekar : State and Government in Ancient India, Delhi, (Motilal) First edition. 1941.
3. B & R Allchin : The Rise of Civilization in India and Pakistan, Cambridge, 1982.
4. B & R Allchin Origins of a civilization : The prehistory and early archaeology of South, New
Delhi, 1997.
5. B. H. Baden-Powell, The Indian Village Community, London, 1896.
6. B.G. Gokhale, New Lights on Buddhism, Bombay, 1997.
7. Beni Prasad, Theory of Government in Ancient India, Allahabad, 1974.
8. Brajadulal Chattopadhyaya, The Making of Early Medieval India, Delhi, 1997.
9. Bratindranath Mukhopadhyay, Saktir Rup: Bharat O Madhya Asiay, Kolkata, 1990.
10. D Mackenzie Brown : The White Umbrella, University of California Press, Berkeley, 1953.
11. D.C. Sircar, Studies in the Religious Life of Ancient and Medieval India, Delhi, 1971.
12. D.D. Kosambi, An Introduction to the Study of Indian History, Bombay, 1956.
13. D.P. Chattopadhyay, Lokayata: A Study of Indian Materialism, New Delhi, 1959.
14. DP Agarwal : The Archaeology of India, London, 1982.
15. F.R. Allchin (ed) : Archaeology of Early Historic South Asia, Cambridge, 1995.
16. G.L. Possehl, ed., Harappan Civilization: Contemporary Perspective, New Delhi, 1982.
17. H. Philips, Historians of India, Pakistan and Ceylon, Oxford, 1961.
18. Haripada Chakrabarti, Vedic India Political and Legal Institutions in Vedic Literature, Calcutta,
1981.
19. Haripada Chakraborty, Asceticism in Ancient India, Brahmanical, Buddhist, Jaina and Ajivika
Societies, Calcutta, 1973.
20. J. Gonda, Ancient Indian Kingship from Religious point of View, Leiden, 1966.
21. J. N. Banerjee, Puranic and Tantrik Religion, University of Calcutta, 1966.
22. J.C. Heesterman, The Ancient Indian Royal Consecration, The Hague, 1957.



23. J.P. Sharna, Republics in Ancient India, Leiden, 1968.
24. K.C. Sagar, Foreign Influence in Ancient India, New Delhi, 1992.
25. K.P Jayswal : Hindoo Polity, Butterworth and Co, Calcutta, 1924.
26. K.P. Jayswal, Hindu Polity, Bangalore, 1943.
27. Kumkum Roy, The Emergence of Monarchy in North India, Delhi, 1994.
28. Kunal Chakrabarti, Religious Process: The Puranas and Making of a Regional Tradition, New
Delhi, 2001.
29. N.C. Bandopadhyaya, Development of Hindu Polity and Political Theories, New Delhi, 1980.
30. N.N. Bhattacharyya, Buddhism in the History of Indian Ideas, New Delhi, 2000.
31. N.N. Law, Aspects of Ancient Indian Polity, Oxford, 1st Pubd, 1921.
32. Narendra Nath Bhattacharyya, Ancient Indian History and Civilization: Trends and Perspectives,
New Delhi, 1988.
33. Nihar Ranjan Ray, Bangalir Itihas, (Adi Parva), Calcutta, 1980.
34. Niharranjan Ray, 'The Medieval Factor in Indian History,' Indian History Congress, 29'h Session,
Patiala, 1967, pp. 1-29.
35. P. V. Kane, History of Dharmasastra, Poona, 1930-62.
36. P.S. Jaini, Gender and Salvation: Jaina Debates on the Spiritual Liberation of Women, Delhi,
1991.
37. Pranabananda Jash, Historyof Saivism, Calcutta, 1974.
38. R C Majumdar : Corporate life in Ancient India, Firma K.L.M. Calcutta, 1969.
39. R K. Mukherji. Ancient India, Allahabad, Indian Press, 1956.
40. R P Kangle : The Kautilya Arthasastra, Bombay University, Bombay, 1963.
41. R. C. Majumdar, Corporate Life in Ancient India, Calcutta, First Published, 1919.
42. R. S. Sharma, Sudras in Ancient India, Delhi, 1958.
43. R.S. Sharma : Aspects of Political Ideas and Institutions in Ancient India, Delhi (Motilal
Banarsidass) First edition, 1959.
44. R.S. Sharma and V. Jha, eds., Indian Society: Historical Probings, Delhi, 1974.
45. R.S. Sharma, Social changes in Early Medieval India, Delhi, 1969.
46. R.S. Sharma., Origin of the State in India, Bombay, 1989.
47. Ram Mohan Das : Crime and punishment in Ancient India, Kanchan Publications, Bodhgaya,
1982.
48. RK Mukherji : Local Government in Ancient India, Delhi (Motilal Banarsidass) 1958.
49. RK Mukherji : The Gupta Empire. Delhi (Motilal Banarsidass) First edition, Delhi, 1973, Reprint:
1989, 1997.
50. Romila Thapar : From Lineage to State, OUP, Bombay, 1984.
51. Romila Thapar, Asoka and the Decline of the Mauryas, Delhi, 1963.
52. Romila Thapar, From Lineage to State, Bombay, 1984.
53. Romila Thapar, Interpreting Early India, Delhi, 1992.
54. Romila Thapar, The Mauryas Revisited, Calcutta, 1987.
55. S D Trivedi : Secret Services in Ancient India, Allied Publishers. 1988.
56. S N Mishra : Ancient Indian republics from the earliest times to the sixth century A.D., Upper
India Publications, Lucknow, 1976.
57. S.R. Goyal, A Religious History of Ancient India, 2 Vols., Meerut, 1986.
58. J N Sarkar ed., The History of Bengal: Muslim Period (1200-1757) Patna, 1977.
59. Sukumar Sen, The Great Goddess in Indian Tradition, Calcutta, 1983.
60. Suvira Jaiswal, The Origin and Development of Vaisnavism, Delhi, 1967.
61. Suvira Jaiswal, 'Varna Ideology and Social Change,' Social Scientist, Vol. 19, Nos. 3-4 (1991), pp.
41-8.



62. T B Mukherjee : Inter-state Relations in Ancient India, Delhi (Meenakshi Prakashan) First
Published, 1967.
63. U N Ghosal : A History of Hindu Political theories, Delhi, OUP, 1923.
64. U. Chakrabarti, The Social Dimensions of Early Buddhism, Delhi, 1987.
65. U. Ghoshal, A History of Indian Political Theories, Madras, 1966.
66. Uma Chakraborty, The Social Dimensions of Early Buddhism, New Delhi, 1996.
67. Upinder Singh, Kings, Brahmanas and Temples in Orissa, New Delhi, 1994.
68. V.P. Varma, Early Buddhism and Its Origins, New Delhi, 1973.
69. Vijay Nath, Puranas and Acculturation: A Historico-Anthropological Perspective, New Delhi,
2001.
70. VR Ramchandra Dikshitar: The Mauryan Polity, Delhi (Motilal Banarsidass), First edition, 1932,
Reprint, 1993.
71. W.A. Dunning : History of Political theories : Ancient and medieval, Vol. – I, Macmillan, New
York, 1922.



HIST 102C: Transition to Colonialism in India: 1700-1857

a. 18th Century in Indian History: ‘Dark Age’, ‘Evolution or Revolution’, ‘Change or

Continuity’?—different interpretations.

b. Decline of the Mughals: ‘Crisis’ of Empire?—Rise of the regional polities: Bengal,

Punjab, Awadh and the Marathas.

c. Coming of the European Companies: Dutch, French, Portuguese, English, Danish.—

English East India Company in Bengal: The Battle of Plassey and its aftermath.

d. Ideologies of the Raj: Ideas of ‘improvement’, law, and property.

e. Administrative Changes under the Company rule: Apparatus of rule—army,

bureaucracy and the police.

f. Resistance to the rule of the Company: Faqir and Sannyasi revolts, Chuar uprisings,

Revolt of 1857.

Suggested Readings:

1. Abdul Majed Khan, The Transition in Bengal, 1765-1775: A Study of Saiyid
Muhammad Reza Khan, CUP, 1969

2. Andre  Wink, Land  and  Sovereignty  in  India:  Agrarian  Society  and  Politics
under  the  Eighteenth Century Maratha Swarajya, Cambridge, 1986

3. Asok Sen, “A Pre-British Economic Formation in India of the Late Eighteenth
Century: Tipu  Sultan's  Mysore,"  in  Barun  De  (ed.), Perspectives  in  Social
Sciences,  Calcutta:  Oxford University Press, 1986

4. Bernard S.  Cohn, Colonialism  and  Its  Forms  of  Knowledge:  The  British  in
India,  Princeton University Press, 1996

5. Burton Stein, "Eighteenth Century in India: Another View", Studies in History, vol. 5
no. 1, 1989, pp. 1-26

6. Burton Stein, "State Formation and Economy Reconsidered", Modern Asian Studies,
Vol. 19, No. 3, 1985, PP. 387-413

7. Burton Stein, Thomas Munro: The Origin of the Colonial State and His Vision of
Empire, Delhi: Oxford University Press, 1989

8. C.  A.  Bayly,  “Political  and  Social  Change  in  the  Muslim  Empires”  and  “Crisis
and Reorganization in Muslim Asia,” in C.A. Bayly, Imperial Meridian: The British
Empire and the World, 1780-1830 (London and New York: Longman, 1989), 16-34;
35-74

9. Chetan Singh, "Centre and Periphery in the Mughal State: The Case of Seventeenth-
Century Panjab", Modern Asian Studies, Vol. 22, No. 2, 1988, pp. 299-318

10. Chetan Singh, Region and Empire: Punjab in the Seventeenth Century, OUP, 1991



11. D.  A.  Washbrook, "Orients  and  Occidents:  Colonial  Discourse  Theory  and  the
Historiography of the British Empire," in Louis Robin Winks and Wm. Roger (eds.),
The Oxford History of the British Empire, Vol. 5, Oxford University Press, 1999

12. D.  Kennedy, "Imperial History and Post-Colonial Theory," Journal of Imperial and
Commonwealth History, 24, 1996, pp. 345-63

13. David Washbrook, "From Comparative Sociology to Global History: Britain and
India in the Pre-History of Modernity", Journal of the Economic and Social History of
the Orient, Vol. 40, No. 4, 1997, pp. 410-443

14. Eric Stokes, The English Utilitarians and India, London: Oxford University Press,
1962

15. Farhat  Hasan,  State  and Locality  in  Mughal  India:  Power  Relations  in  Western
India, C.1572-1730, CUP, 2004

16. Frank  Perlin,  "Of  White  Whale  and  Countrymen  in  the  Eighteenth-Century
Maratha Deccan (Extended Class Relations, Rights and the Problem of Rural
Autonomy under the Old Regime), The Journal of Peasant Studies, Vol. 5, No. 2,
1978, pp. 172-237

17. Frank Perlin, "State Formation Reconsidered: Part Two", Modern Asian Studies, Vol.
19, No. 3, 1985, pp. 415-480

18. Frank Perlin, "The Problem of the Eighteenth Century", in in P. J. Marshall (ed.), The
Eighteenth Century in Indian History, OUP, 2003, pp.53-61

19. G.  J.  Bryant, The  Emergence  of  British  Power  in  India,  1600–1784:  a  Grand
Strategic Interpretation (Woodbridge: Boydell Press, 2013)

20. Jon E.  Wilson, "Early Colonial India Beyond Empire", The Historical Journal, Vol.
50, No. 4, 2007, pp. 951-970

21. Karen Leonard, "The Hyderabad Political System and  its  Participants", Journal of
Asian Studies, XXX, 1971, pp. 569-82

22. Kate Brittlebank, Tipu Sultan's Search for Legitimacy: Islam and Kingship in a Hindu
Domain, Oxford University Press, 1997

23. Leonard Blusse and Femme Gaatra (eds.), On the Eighteenth Century as a Category
in Asian History, Aldershot, 1998

24. M. Athar Ali, The Mughal Nobility under Aurangzeb, New Delhi: Oxford University
Press, 1997

25. Michael Fisher, The Politics of the British Annexation of India 1757-1857, New
Delhi: Oxford University Press, 1993

26. Muzaffar Alam, The Crisis of Empire in Mughal North India: Awadh and Punjab-
1707-1748, New Delhi: OUP, 1986.

27. Nicholas B. Dirks, The Scandal of Empire: India and the Creation of Imperial
Britain, Cambridge (Mass.), Harvard University Press, 2006

28. Niels Steensgaard, "The Seventeenth-Century Crisis and the Unity of Eurasian
History", Modern Asian Studies, Vol. 24, No. 4, 1990, pp. 683-697

29. P.  J.  Marshall (ed.), The Eighteenth Century in Indian History: Evolution or
Revolution? Delhi: OUP, [2003], 2012

30. P. J. Marshall, Bengal: the British Bridgehead: Eastern India 1740-1828, [The New
Cambridge History of India II. 2], CUP, 1987



31. P. J. Marshall, Trade and Conquest: Studies in the Rise of British Dominance in
India, Aldershot, 1993

32. P. O'Brien, 'Historiographical Traditions and Modern Imperatives for the Restoration
of Global History', Journal of Global History, 1 (2006), pp. 3-39

33. Percival Spear, Twilight of the Mughals: Studies in Late Mughal Delhi, Cambridge,
1951

34. Philip B. Calkins, "The Formation of a Regionally Oriented Ruling Group in Bengal,"
Journal of Asian Studies, Vol. 29, No. 4, 1970

35. R.  B.  Barnett, North India between Empires: Awadh, the Mughals and the British,
1720-1801, Berkeley: University of California Press, 1980

36. R.  Drayton, "Where Does the  World  Historian  Write  From:  Objectivity,  Moral
Conscience and the Past and Present of Imperialism," Journal of Contemporary
History,  46, No. 3, 2011, pp. 671-85

37. R. Barnet, Rethinking Early Modern India, New Delhi: Manohar, 2002
38. Robert Travers, Ideology  and  Empire  in  Eighteenth  Century  India:  The  British

in  Bengal, Cambridge University Press, 2007
39. Satish Chandra, The 18th century in India: Its Economy and the Role of the Marathas,

the Jats and the Sikh and the Afghans, 2nd, Calcutta 1991
40. Seema Alavi (ed.), The Eighteenth Century in India, Delhi: OUP, [2002] 2009
41. Seema Alavi, The Sepoys and the Company: Tradition and Transition in Northern

India, 1770-1830, Delhi: Oxford University Press, 1995
42. Sharon Korman, The Right of Conquest: the Acquisition of Territory by Force in

International Law and Practice (1996)
43. Shruti Kapila, "Race Matters: Orientalism and Religion, India and Beyond c. 1770-

1880," Modern Asian Studies, Vol. 41, No 3, 2007, pp. 513
44. Stewart Gordon, The Marathas 1600-1818, New Delhi: CUP, 1993
45. Thomas Metcalf, Ideologies of the Raj, Cambridge University Press, 1995
46. Thomas Trautmann (ed.), The Madras School of Orientalism, New Delhi: Oxford

University Press, 2009
47. Vaileios Syros, "An Early Modern Asian Thinker on the Rise and Decline of Empires:

Shah Wali Allah of Delhi, the Mughals and the Byzantines", Journal of World
History,  Vol. 23, No. 4, 2012, pp. 793-840

48. William  Irvine, Later  Mughals,  edited  and  augmented  with  The  History  of
Nadir  Shah's Invasion, by Jadunath Sarkar, reprint New Delhi: 1971



HIST 103C: Agrarian and Industrial Economy of Modern India

1. Issues and Problems of Indian Economic History:

a. Different approaches and their limitations.

b. Sources of economic history of British India.

2. Role of Agriculture in Society and Economy—Colonial intervention in Indian

Economy:

a. Land Revenue Settlements: Permanent, Ryotwari and Mahalwari

Settlements—Origins, extent and effects.

b. Commercialisation of Agriculture.

c. Colonial policies on forests and wastelands; enlarging the scope of

agrarian studies.

3. Traditional Handicraft Industry and the Question of De-industrialization

a. Artisans and handicraft production

b. Industrial capitalism and import of English cloth and yarn

c. Debates on de-industrialization

d. Capital and labour in handicraft industry

4. Large Scale Industry

a. Growth of cotton, jute, iron and steel industries

b. Impact of War and the Great Depression

c. Rise of industrial labour

5. Railways and Indian Economy

a. Economic and political compulsions

b. Unification and subjugation of Indian market

c. Famines and British policy—Nationalist criticism

Suggested Readings:

1. B.H.Baden Powell, The Land Systems of British India (Oxford 1892).

2. Binay Bhusan Chowdhury, Growth of Commercial Agriculture in Bengal, 1757-1900

(Indian Studies, Calcutta, 1964).

3. Burton Stein (ed.), The making of Agrarian Policy in British India 1770-1990 (OUP,

1992).



4. Chittabrata Palit, Perspectives on Agrarian Bengal (1994 Asiatic Book Agency).

5. Chittabrata Palit, Tensions in Bengal Rural Society (Progressive, 1975).

6. Chittabratra Palit, Growth of Commerce & Industry in Bengal (Bengal National

Chamber of Commerce & Industries, Calcutta, 1999).

7. D.H.Buchanan, The Development of Capitalistic Enterprise in India (London 1966).

8. D.R. Gadgil, The Industrial Evolution of India in Recent times 1860-1939 (Bombay,

OUP, 1971).

9. Daniel & Alice Thorner, Land & Labour in India (London 1962 Asia Publishing

House).

10. Dharma Kumar & Meghnad Desai (eds.), The Cambridge Economic History of India,

vol .II (CUP, 1982).

11. Dharma Kumar, Land and Caste in South India (CUP, 1965).

12. Dipesh Chakraborty, Rethinking Working Class History, Bengal 1890-1940 (OUP

Delhi, 1989).

13. Elizabeth Whitecombe, Agrarian Conditions in Northern India, The United

Provinces under British Rule. 1860-1900, v.1. (Berkeley, 1972).

14. George Blyn, Agricultural Trends in India 1891-1947; Output, Availability Pro

15. Gyan Prakash (ed.), The World of the Rural Labourer in Colonial India (OUP, Delhi,

1994).

16. I.J. Catanach, Rural Credit in Western India 1875-1930 (Berkeley, University of

California Press, 1970).

17. K.N. Raj et al (ed), Essays on the commercialization of Indian Agriculture (1920-

1946) (Cambridge Univ. Press, 1978).

18. K.N.Choudhuri (ed.), The Economic Development of India Under the East India

Company 1814-1858 (CUP).

19. M.M. Islam, Bengal Agriculture, (1920-1946) (CUP, 1948).

20. Mckim Marriot (ed.), Village India; Studies in the little community (University of

Chicago Press, 1955).

21. N.K.Sinha, Economic History of Bengal, 3 vols. (Firma KLM, Cal, 1965).

22. Neil Charlesworth, Peasants and Imperial Rule: Agricultural & Agrarian Society in

the Bombay Presidency 1850-1935 (Hyderabad, Orient Longman 1985).

23. Nilmani Mukherjee, The Ryotwari System in Madras, 1792-1827, (Calcutta,

Progressive, 1962



24. Partha Chatterjee, Bengal 1920-1947 ; The Land Question (K.P. Bagchi & Co., Cal.,

1984)

25. Peter Robb (ed.), Meanings of Agriculture ; Essays in South Asian History and

Economics (OUP, Delhi, 1996)

26. R.C. Dutt, Economic History of India (London 1904, Routledge & Kegan Paul Ltd).

27. R.E.Frykenberg, Land control and social structure in India History (University of

Wisconsin Press, Madison, 1969).

28. R.S. Rungta, The Rise of Business Corporations in India: 1851-1900 (CUP, 1930).

29. Rajat Kanta Ray, Entrepreneurship and Industry in India 1860-1947 (OUP, Delhi,

1994).

30. Rajat Kanta Ray, Industrialization in India: Growth & Conflict in the Private

Corporate Sector, 1914-1947 (OUP, New Delhi, 1982).

31. Ranajit Guha, A Rule of Property for Bengal: An Essay on the Idea of Permanent

Settlement, (Paris Mouton, 1963).

32. S.J.Patel, Agricultural Labourers in Modern India & Pakistan (Bombay, Current

Book House, 1952).

33. Sirajul Islam, Bengal Land Tenure: the Origin and Growth of Intermediate Interests

in the Nineteenth Century (K.P. Bagchi, Cal, 1981).

34. Sirajul Islam, The Permanent Settlement in Bengal; a Study of its Operation, 1790-

1819.

35. Smritikumar Sarkar, Technology and Rural Change in Eastern India, 1830-1980,

(New Delhi, Oxford University Press, 2014).

36. Smritikumar Sarkar, ‘Social Organization of Artisan Production in India: Changing

Role of the Market, Technology and Merchant-Creditor, 18th to 20th Centuries’, in

Binay Bhusan Chaudhuri (ed.), Economic History of India from Eighteenth to

Twentieth Centuries, PHISPC, Vol. VIII, Part 3, (Delhi, 2005), pp. 107-354.

37. Sukomol Sen, Working Class of India: History of Emergence and Movement; (K.P.

Bagchi & Co., 1977).

38. Sunil Kumar Sen, Studies in Economic Policy and Development of India 1858-1914

(Progressive, Calcutta, 1966).

39. Theodore Morison, The Economic Transition in India (London, 1911).

40. Tirthankar Roy, The Economic History of India 1857-1947 (OUP, 2000).



HIST 104C: Aspects of Social History: Caste, Gender and Labour in Colonial
India

I. Social History: Methods and Historiography—Writing Social History in India

II. Caste

a. Studying Caste: Ancient System or Colonial Category? Analysing ‘tribe’, ‘jati’,
‘dalit’ and ‘adivasis’.

b. Issues of Social Mobility: ‘Sanskritization’, role of education, economic
condition.

c. Caste movements and Leaders: Ambedkar, Periyar and Phule. The Namasudras
of Bengal.

d. Dalit Autobiographies: Views from the margins.

III. Gender

a. Women’s Question in early colonial period: Abolition of sati, widow re-
marriage, education—reform or re-inscribing patriarchy?

b. Women as site of nation: Nationalist iconography—‘Anandamath’ and
‘Bharatmata’.

c. Women and Law: The debates on Age of Consent Bill.
d. Women in their workspace and their domestic space.

IV. Labour

a. Labour as an official category / discursive field of knowledge.
b. Early days of industrial working-class in India.
c. Movements and Strikes: Cotton and Jute Mills—Colonial Laws and

Regulations.
d. Working-class Culture and Neighbourhood—New Spaces in Colonial Cities.

Suggested Readings:

1. Anupama Rao, The Caste Question, (Ranikhet: Permanent Black, 2013)
2. Archana Prasad, Against Ecological Romanticism: Verrier Elwin and the Making of

an Anti Modern Tribal Identity, (New Delhi: Three Essays, 2003)
3. Arjaan de Haan & Samita Sen (eds.), A case for Labour History (K.P. Bagchi & Co., Cal,

1999).



4. Biswamoy Pati, ed. Adivasis in Colonial India:  Survival, Resistance and
Negotiation, (Orient Longman, 2011)

5. Charu Gupta, Sexuality, Obscenity, Community: Women, Muslim and the Hindu
Public in Colonial India, (Ranikhet: Permanent Black, 2001)

6. Geraldine Forbes, Women in Modern India (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
1996)

7. Ghanshyam Shah, ed. Caste and Democratic Politics in India (Ranikhet:  Permanent
Black, 2002)

8. Ghanshyam Shah, Social Movements in India (Delhi: Sage, 2004)
9. Gyan Prakash (ed.), The World of the Rural Labour in Colonial India, OUP, 1992.
10. Nandini Sundar Subalterns and Sovereigns:  An Anthropological History of  Bastar

1854-2006, (Delhi: Oxford University Press, 2007)
11. Nivedita Menon, ed. Gender and Politics in India (Delhi: OUP, 2001)
12. P. K. Datta, Carving Blocs: Communal Ideology in Early Twentieth Century Bengal

(Delhi: Oxford University Press, 1999).
13. Ravi Raman, Global Capital and Peripheral Labour: The History and Political

Economy of Plantation Workers in India.
14. Ritu Menon  and  Kamla  Bhashin, Bodies and Boundaries: Women in India’s

Partition (Delhi: Kali for Women, 1998)
15. Samita Sen, Women and Labour in Late-colonial India: The Bengal Jute Industry,

CUP, 1999.
16. Satish Deshpande, ed. The Problem of Caste, (Delhi:  Orient  Blackswan,  2014)
17. Sekhar  Bandyopadhyay, Caste,  Culture  and  Hegemony:  Social  Dominance  in

Colonial  Bengal, (Delhi: Sage, 2004)
18. Shashank Kela, A Rogue and Peasant Slave: Adivasi Resistance 1800–2000 (Delhi:

Navayana, 2012)
19. Sudipta Kaviraj, ed. Politics in India (Delhi: OUP, 1997)
20. Sumit Guha, Beyond Caste: Identity and Power in South Asia, Past and Present

(Leiden:  Brill, 2013)
21. Sumit Sarkar and Tanika Sarkar, eds. Caste in Modern India:  A Reader Vols.  I & II,

(Ranikhet: Permanent Black, 2013)
22. Sumit Sarkar and Tanika Sarkar, eds. Women and Social Reform in India (Ranikhet:

Permanent Black, 2007)
23. Susan Bayly, Caste,  Society  and  Politics  in  India  from  the  Eighteenth  Century

to  the Modern Age (Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 1999)
24. Tilly, Louise A. and Scott, Joan W., Women, Work and Family, Psychology Press,

1987.



HIST 201C: State and Society in Medieval India

a. Ideas of Polity-monarchy

b. Legitimacy of political power: Texts and Practice

c. Nature and Function of States in Medieval times: Delhi Sultanate, Mughal Empire,

Vijayanagara State

d. Historiographical debates regarding ‘transitions’, geopolitical contexts, continuities

and changes.

e. Administrative institutions and the Apparatus of the empire in medieval India.

f. Socio-economic basis of medieval states.
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HIST 202C: Nationalism and the Colonial State in India: 1858-1947

1. Emergence of Indian Nationalism:
a. Historiography of Indian Nationalism.
b. The Indian middle class, the civil society
c. The politics of associations till the turn of the nineteenth century.

2. The Indian National Congress
a. Foundation of the INC
b. The moderates and economic nationalism
c. The extremist trend in Indian national politics.

3. The Swadeshi Movement
a. The first partition of Bengal.
b. Boycott and Swadeshi
c. The politics of the masses

4. Separatism or a consciousness of difference?
a. The Aligarh movement
b. The foundation of the Muslim League
c. Divide and Rule? – The Acts of 1909 and 1919.

5. The age of Gandhian politics
a. Gandhian philosophy- Swaraj and Satyagraha.
b. Champaran, Kheda, Ahmedabad
c. Rowlatt Satyagraha and Indian national politics, Khilafat, Non co-operation, Civil

disobedience.
6. The Decade of the 40’s

a. The War and the famine
b. The Quit India movement
c. Subhash Chandra Bose and the INA
d. The mutiny of the RIN
e. Freedom with partition.
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HIST 203C: Trade, banking and finance: the movement of capital in Modern
India

a. English East India Company’s system of trade (pre-Plassey to the turn of the

nineteenth century): change from the dadni system to that of gomushthas;

Company’s involvement in the trade in cotton textiles and silk; Company’s

domination effect on cotton weaving in Bengal and its impact.

b. Issue of remittance and the triangular trade between India, England and China

c. Agency Houses: factors responsible for their emergence; their capital structure and

multifarious activities; decline.

d. Currency system: the problem of currency from the mid eighteenth to the end of

the nineteenth century; the Company’s efforts to tackle this problem.

e. Development of banking system:

f. Fiscal system: shift from direct to indirect taxation; tariff and excise.
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HIST 204C: Intellectual Foundations of Modern West

a. Renaissance Humanism: City-states of Italy. Ideas of Machiavelli and Erasmus.

b. Religion and Reformation: Ideas of Martin Luther and John Calvin.

c. Sovereign and the State: Hobbes and Leviathan. Conservatism of Jean Bodin.

d. Enlightenment: Age of Scientific Discovery. Rationality and Immanuel Kant.

e. Liberalism and Utilitarianism: Locke, Bentham, Mill.

f. Ideals of Democracy and Rights of Man: Revolution in France, Writings of Edmund

Burke and Thomas Paine.

g. French thought in the Eighteenth Century: Rousseau, Montesquieu, Voltaire, the

Physiocrats.

h. Idealism in Germany: Hegelian world-view.

i. Socialism: Utopian socialist thought. Karl Marx and Political Economy.
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HIST 301C: Historiography and Historical Methods

a. Graeco-Roman Tradition of History Writing. Ideas of History in Medieval Christian

Period. History outside European world-view—Arab Historiography.

b. Emergence of ‘History’ as a discipline in nineteenth century Europe. Positivism, Whig

History. Writings of Ranke.

c. Narratives and History. Facts and Events of History. Idea of ‘Objectivity’ in History.

d. Structuralism and History. Marxist interpretation of History. British Marxist Historians

and rise of social history: Thompson, Hill, Hobsbawm.

e. Annales School: Early years—Marc Bloch and Lucien Febvre. Writing Total History:

Fernand Braudel. History of mentalite: Emmanuel le Roy Ladurie.

f. Small voice of History: Impact of Post-modernism and Post-colonialism on

historiography. Micro-history and History of Everyday Life. Analysing Power and

Discourse—Michel Foucault. Linguistic Turn in History.
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HIST 302C: Birth of the Modern World: Capitalism and Colonialism in
Historical Perspective

a. Industrialization, Development and Under-development—Ideas of economic

development: Writings of Adam Smith, Mill, Ricardo, Karl Marx.

b. Agrarian Revolution in England—Enclosure movement—Path towards Industrial

Revolution.

c. Development of Industrial Capitalism. Transition Debates—Proto-industrialization,

Putting-out System, the Brenner debate.

d. Factory system and the Emergence of wage-labour. Women’s labour in the factory and

the household. Labour migration—slavery, plantation labour and indentured-system.

e. Imperialism and Colonial Expansion: Commerce and Conquest of non-European

territories.

f. European hegemony and the idea of racial supremacy. Intermediaries and Comprador

class in the colonies. Europe and its ‘Other’—Edward Said and Orientalism.

g. Resisting Colonialism: Anti-colonial Struggles and National Liberation movements—

Writings of Fanon, M. K. Gandhi, J. L. Nehru.
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Martin's Press, 1986
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28. J. L. Nehru, The Discovery of India
29. J. Mokyr, The Economics of the Industrial Revolution
30. James Fulcher, Capitalism: A Very Short Introduction. Oxford: Oxford University

Press, 2004.
31. John Ravenhill, Global Political Economy, OUP Oxford, 2011
32. M. K. Gandhi, Hind Swaraj
33. Maurice Dobb, Studies in the Development of Capitalism, Routledge and Kegan Paul,

London and Henley, 1962
34. P.J. Lloyd and Xiao-Guang, Eds. China in the Global Economy, Northampton and

Massachusetts, 2000
35. P.J. O'Rourke, On The Wealth of Nations, 2006
36. Paul Davidson, The Keynes Solution: The Path to Global Economic Prosperity
37. Paul Sweezy, The Theory of Capitalist Development, University of Pennsylvania,

1994
38. Peter Mathias & John Davis, Agriculture and Industrialization: From the Eighteenth

Century to the Present Day, Blackwell Publishers, 1996.
39. R.C. Trebilcock, The Industrialization of the Continental Powers 1780-1914,
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40. Robert C. Allen, A Global Economic History: A Very Short Introduction.
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Order, Princeton University Press, 2001
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Colonialism: A Global Perspective (2010)
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HIST 303EA: Colonialism and its Impact on Indian Society and Culture

a. Colonial State and the idea of ‘Rule of Law’: Changes in the modes of administration,

Limited incorporation of Indians, Communal representation. Councils Act—Acts of

1909, 1919, 1935.

b. Policies of Education: Creation of two tiers—Vernacular primary and the Western

higher education, Charter Act of 1813, Utilitarian ideas and their impact.

c. Impact of Western science: Colonial exploration, early European scientists, surveyors,

cartographers, botanists and doctors under the East India Company’s service;

establishment of engineering and medical colleges and scientific institutions;

Geological Survey of India, agricultural experimental farms.

d. The colonial discourses on disease: Medicine and the Empire, Colonial Medical

Encounters—public health and epidemics—malaria, smallpox, tuberculosis, plague.

e. Nature and Monuments on Display: Environmental consciousness in India. Creation

of museums, zoological gardens, botanical gardens, marine stations, parks, circus and

shows, exhibitions—Issues of control, access and conservation.

f. Impact of Colonialism on the Growth of Cities: Comparative studies of cities old and

new—Lucknow and Calcutta as case studies.

Suggested Readings:

1. Sumit Sarkar, Writing Social History, New Delhi, OUP, 1998
2. Amiya P. Sen, Social and Religious Reform, New Delhi, OUP, 2005
3. Sekhar Bandyopadhyay, Nationalist Movement in India, New Delhi, OUP, 2009
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13. Sabyasachi Bhattacharya (ed.) Development of Modern Indian Thought and Social
Sciences, New Delhi, OUP, 2008



14. Nandini Bhattacharyya-Panda, Appropriation and Invention of Tradition, New Delhi,
OUP, 2007.
15. Ishita Banerjee-Dube (ed.), Caste in History, New Delhi, OUP, 2007
16. Anindita Mukhopadhyay, Behind the Mask(1715-1911), New Delhi, OUP, 2006
17. Nita Kumar, The Politics of Gender, Community and Modernity, New Delhi, OUP, 2006
18. Ramachandra Guha, Unquiet Woods, New Delhi, Orient Blackswan, 2012
19. C.J. Fuller, Everyday State and Society in Modern India, New Delhi, Social Science
Press, 2010
20. Sutapa Chatterjee Sarkar, Sunderbans, New Delhi, Orient Blackswan, 2010
21. Gail Omvedt, Understanding Caste, New Delhi, Orient Blackswan, 2011
22. Raj Kumar, Dalit Personal Narratives, New Delhi, Orient Blackswan, 2012
23. Prathama Banerjee, Politics of Time, New Delhi, OUP, 2006
24. Imtiaz Ahmad & Sashi Bhushan Upadhyay, Dalit Assertion in Society, Literature and
History, New Delhi, Orient Blackswan, 2011
25. Nandita Prasad Sahai, Politics of Patronage and Protest, New Delhi, OUP, 2006
26. Kaushik Roy (ed.), War and Society in colonial India, New Delhi, OUP, 2006
27. Gyan Pandey, The Construction of Communalism in Colonial North India, New Delhi,
OUP, 2005
28. Anshu Malhotra, Gender, Caste and Religious Identities, New Delhi, OUP, 2004
29. K.N. Panikkar, Colonialism, Culture and Resistance, New Delhi, OUP, 2006
30. W.H. McLeod, Essays in Sikh History, Tradition and Society, New Delhi, OUP, 2007
31. W.H. McLeod, Exploring Sikhism, New Delhi, OUP, 2003
32. J.S. Grewal (ed.), The Sikhs, New Delhi, OUP, 2009
33. Rosalind O’ Hanlon, Caste Conflict and Ideology, New Delhi, Permanent Black, 2011
34. Christophe Jaffrelot, Dr. Ambedkar and Untouchability, New Delhi, Permanent Black,
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HIST 304EIDA: Crime, Law and Society in Colonial India

a. Colonialism, Rule of Law and Sovereignty: Subjects and Spaces of Jurisdiction.
b. The Idea of Legal Pluralism: Indigenous Law and the Early Colonial State.
c. Remaking Custom: The Discourse and Practice of Colonial Codification—Works of

Nathaniel Halhed, H. T. Colebrook, Henry Maine.
d. Race and Law: Colonial Justice, White Violence and the Spectator State.
e. Freedom and Bonded Labour: Abolition of Slavery (1843), Peasants’ debt and continuing

servitude.
f. Criminalized by Birth and Profession: Social Implications of the Criminal Tribes’ Act

(1871) and the Contagious Diseases Acts (1864-69).
g. ‘Intrusive State?’ Colonial Law in Private Sphere: Debates around the abolition of Sati

(1829) and the Age of Consent Bill (1891).
h. Law, Disorder and Keeping-records: Bureaucracy, Corruption and the ‘Document Raj’.

Suggested Readings:

1. Anand Yang (ed.), Crime and Criminality in British India
2. B. N. Pandey, The Introduction of English Law in India
3. Basudev Chattopadhyay,
4. Bernard Cohn, Colonialism and its Forms of Knowledge
5. Bhavani Raman, Document Raj
6. C. Fawcett, The First Century of British Justice in India
7. David Arnold, Police Power and Colonial Rule in Madras, 1859-1947
8. Elizabeth Kolsky, Colonial Justice in British India: White Violence and the Rule of Law
9. Gyan Prakash, Bonded Labour
10. H. L. A. Hart, The Concept of Law
11. Indrani Chatterjee, Gender, Slavery and Law in Colonial India
12. Jonathan Saha, Law, Disorder and the Colonial State: Corruption in Burma, c. 1900
13. Jorg Fisch, Cheap Lives and Dear Limbs: The British Transformation of the Bengal

Criminal Law, 1769-1817
14. Kalpana Kannabiran, Challenging the Rules of Law: Colonialism, Criminology and

Human Rights in India
15. Karuna Mantena, Alibis of Empire
16. Kim Wagner, Thuggee: Banditry and the British in early Nineteenth Century India
17. Lauren Benton, Law and Colonial Cultures: Legal Regimes in World History, 1400-1900.
18. Marc Galanter, Law and Society in Modern India



19. Michael Anderson and Sumit Guha (eds.), Changing Concepts of Rights and Justice in
South Asia

20. Mithi Mukherjee, India in the Shadow of Empire: a Legal and Political History, 1774-
1950

21. Nasser Hussain, The Jurisprudence of Emergency: Colonialism and the Rule of Law
22. Nicholas Dirks, Scandal of Empire
23. Preeti Nijhar, Law and Imperialism
24. Radhika Singha, A Despotism of Law: Crime and Justice in early Colonial India
25. Tanika Sarkar, Hindu Wife, Hindu Nation
26. Thomas Metcalf, Ideologies of the Raj
27. Uday Singh Mehta, Liberalism and Empire: A Study in Nineteenth Century British

Liberal Thought



HIST 304EIDB: Studies in Literary Culture and Identities in Modern India

1. An introduction to cultural theories
a. Marxist, feminist, subaltern
b. Body, culture and power
c. Cultural subjectivity

2. Dalit Studies
a. Dalit studies: critical debates on caste and culture.
b. Nation and caste: reviewing the caste question in colonial India.
c. Caste and the public sphere: reading dalit literature, jalsas, pamphlets, manifestos,

performance cultures.
3. Film and Media studies

a. Film history, theories and adaptations
b. Indian film culture
c. Media and public domain: modernity and technology.

4. Contemporary issues of politics and culture.
a. Language and political modernity
b. Debating violence
c. The Indian Modern: explorations in thought, art and culture.

Suggested readings:

1. During, Simon, Ed., The Cultural Studies Reader, London and New York:
Routledge, 230 1993.

2. Edgar, Andrew and Sedgwick, Peter, Ed. , Key Concepts in Cultural Theory, First
Indian Reprint, London and New York: Routledge, 2004.

3. Fuery, Patrick and Mansfield, Nick. Cultural Studies and the New Humanities:
Concepts and Controversies, Melbourne: Oxford University Press, 1997.

4. Hamilton, Paul. Historicism. London and New York: Routledge Publisher, 2007.
5. Hans Bertens, Literary Theory The Basic .London and New York: Routledge, 2001.
6. Majumdar, Swapan. Comparative Literature: Indian Dimensions. Calcutta: Papyrus,

1985.
7. Mukherjee, Ashok Kumar. “Asian Nationalism at the Cross-Roads” Nationalism

After World War-II. Patiala, India: Phulkian Press, 1967.
8. Mukherjee, Sujit. Translation as Discovery. New Delhi: Allied Publishers, 1981.
9. Nayar. K. Pramod. An Introduction to Cultural Studies. Delhi: Viva Books
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10. Ambedkar, Dr. Baba. Sahed.(1990). Writings and Speeches. Vol. I . Bombay:
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11. Dalit Women: Fear and Discrimination. NewDelhi: Isha Books.
12. Arun, C.J. (2007). Constructing Dalit Identity. New Delhi: Rawat Publications.
13. Beteille, A.(1992). The Backward Classes in Contemporary India. Delhi: Oxford

University Press.



14. Social and Cultural Development of Indian Dalits. Jaipur: ABD Publications.
Chandra, R. and Mittra, S. (2003).

15. Dalits and the Ideology of Revolt. New Delhi: Commonwealth Publications.
Chandra, R. (2004).

16. Liberation and Social Articulation of Dalits. NewDelhi: Isha Publications.
Chaudhary, S.N. (2007).

17. Dalist: Past, Present and Future. NewDelhi: Dominant Publications.
18. Dreze, J. & Sen, A.K. (1995). India Economic Development and Social

Opportunity. New Delhi: Oxford University Press.
19. Dube, S.C. (1968). Caste Dominance and Functionalism, Contribution to Indian

Sociology. Lucknow:New Series Publications.
20. Friere, P. (1986). Pedogogy of the Oppressed. London: Penguin Publication.
21. Ganguly, D. (2005). Caste and Dalit Life world: Postcolonial Perspectives. New

Delhi: Orient Longman Publications.
22. George, F. M. (1973). Traditional Societies and Technological charge II. New

Delhi: Edition Allied publications.
23. Constitutional Safeguards for Scheduled castes and Scheduled tribes. NewDelhi:

Rawat Publications. Government of India. (2003).
24. The Unheard Scream: The Struggles of Dalit Women in India. New Delhi: Centre

for Dalit- Subaltern Studies.
25. Growing up Untouchable in India: A Dalit Autobiography. New Delhi: Vistar

Publications. Morris and Jones, W. H. (1962).
26. Omvedt, G. (2006). Dalit Vision: The Anti-Caste Movement and the Construction

of an Indian Identity. New Delhi: Orient Longman Publications.
27. Srinivas, M. N. (1962). Caste in Modern India and other Essays. Bombay: Asia

Pub. House. Srinivas, M. N. (1977).
28. Bannerjee, Shampa (ed.). New Indian Cinema. New Delhi: Directorate Film

Festivals. (1982)
29. Binford, Mira Reym (ed.). “Indian Popular Cinema.” Quarterly Review of Film and

Video. Vol. 11, No. 3. Los Angeles. (1989)
30. Robert Stam, Film Theory: an introduction", Oxford: Blackwell Publishers, 2000
31. André Bazin, What is Cinema? essays selected and translated by Hugh Gray,
32. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1971.
33. Anderson, Benedict. Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origins and Spread

of Nationalism. London: Verso. 1991.
34. Bannerjee, Sumanta. The Parlor and the Streets: Elite and Popular Culture in

Nineteenth Century Calcutta. Calcutta: Seagull Books. 1989.
35. Bhabha, Homi, ed. Nation and Narration. London: Routledge. 1990.
36. Bose, Sugata and Jalal, Ayesha. Modern South Asia: History, Culture, Political

Economy. London and New York: Routledge.
37. Chakrabarty, Dipesh. “Postcoloniality & the Artifice of History.” The Post Colonial

Studies Reader. Ed. Bill Ashcroft et al. London and New York: Routledge. 2006.
Pp. 383-388.



38. Chatterjee, Partha. Nationalist Thought and the Colonial World: A Derivative
Discourse. New Delhi: Oxford University Press. 1986. -----------------. The Nation
and Its Fragments: Colonial and Postcolonial Histories. Princeton: Princeton
University Press. 1993. -----------------. A Possible India: Essays in Political
Criticism. Oxford India Paperbacks. 1997.

39. Gellner, Earnest. Nations and Nationalism. Ithaca: Cornell University Press. 1993.
40. Guha-Thakurta, Tapati. The Making of a New Indian Art: Artists, Aesthetics and

Nationalism in Bengal. C. 1850-1920. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
1992.

41. Hasan, Mushirul, ed. India’s Partition: Process, Strategy and Mobilization. New
Delhi: Oxford University Press. 1993.

42. Khilnani, Suril. The Idea of India. Harmonsworth: Penguin. 1999.
43. Kosambi, D.D. Myth and Reality. Bombay: Popular Prakashan. 1962 and 1963.
44. Loomba, Ania and Suvir Kaul, eds. The Oxford Literary Review: On India –

Writing History, Culture, PostColoniality. Vol. 16. 1-2. 1994.
45. Gyan Prakash. Another Reason: Science and the Imagination of Modern India.

Princeton University Press. 1999.
46. Said, Edward. Orientalism. Harmondsworth: Penguin. 1995.
47. Sarkar, Tanika. Hindu Wife, Hindu Nation: Community, Religion and Cultural

Nationalism. Delhi: Permanent Black. 2001.
48. Urvashi, Butalia. “Community, State and Gender: Some Reflections on the Partition

of India.” Oxford Literary Review. 16. 1994.



HIST 401C: Twentieth-Century World

a. Imperial Ambition and the First World War. Social Consequences of the War.

International system in the inter-war era. Crisis of capitalism—Great Depression. Crisis

of Liberalism—Rise of Fascism.

b. Revolution in Russia: Establishment of a Socialist state, its economic and political

aspects, and responses and reactions in the West.

c. Second World War and the New Political Order: Decolonisation, Origins of the Cold

War and the emergence of ‘Third World’.

d. Ideology and Imperial Desire: Communism in China, Cuba and Eastern European

states. Cold-war Conflicts: Korea, Vietnam, Palestine. Crisis in the Middle-East: Rise

of Religious Fundamentalism.

e. Radical Expressions: Modernist articulations in art, architecture and literature. Feminist

Movements and Western Society.

f. Against Racism: Apartheid Society in South Africa, Black Protest movements in the

USA.

Suggested Readings

1. C.Brown & J.Mooney, Cold war to Détente 1945‐83 (Heinemann 1984)
2. Chain Herzog, The Arab Israeli war (Vintage Books 1981)
3. D.Mitchell, The Spanish Civil War (Glanada 1972)
4. E.H.Carr, International Relations between the Two World Wars.
5. Eric Hobsbawm, Age of Extremes: The Short Twentieth Century 1914‐1991
6. F. McDonough, The origins of the first and second world war (Cambridge 1970)
7. G. Lundested, East West North South: Major Developments in International Politics Since
1945, (Oxford 1999)
8. Gordon Martin, The origins of the Second world war Reconsidered (London Unwin
Hyman, 1986)
9. H. Higgins, Vietnam (Heinemann 1978)
10. J. Bhagwati, In Defence of Globalization (Oxford 2004)
11. J. Gaddis, We now know: Rethinking Cold war History (Oxford 1998)
12. J.N. Dixit, Across Borders: Fifty years of Indian’s foreign Policy (Picus Books) 1998.
13. J. Stiglitz, Globalization and its Discontents (Penguin 2002).
14. Karuna Kaushik, History of Communist Russia 1917‐1991, New Delhi Macmillan 2006.
15. Lipyong J.Kim, The Strategic Triangle: China, the United States and the Soviet Union
1987



16. M. Boemeke, G.D. Feldman and G. Elizabeth (eds.) The Treaty of Versailles: A
reassessment after 75 years (Cambridge 1998)
17. M.E.Yapp, The Middle East Since the First world war. (Longman 1991)
18. M.Hastings, The Korean War (Pan1988)
19. O.Leorose and Richard Sisson, War and Secession: Pakistan, India and the creation of
Bangladesh (Berkeley 1990)
20. P. Calvocoressi, World since 1945 (Pearson India 2004)
21. P.Fearon, The origins and Nature of the Great Slump 1929‐32 (London Macmillan 1979).
22. R.F.Belts, Decolonization (Routledge 1998)
23. Richard Thurlow, Fascism (Cambridge 1991)
24. Ruth Henig, The Weimer Republic (Routledge 1998)
25. Ruth Henig, Versailles and after 1919‐1933.
26. S.J.Lee, European Dictatorships 1918‐1945, Routledge 1987
27. S.R. Gibbons & P. Morisan, The League of Nations and UNO.
28. Sumit Ganguli, The Origin of war in South Asia: Indo Pakistan Conflicts Since 1947.
29. W.C. Mc. Willams and H. Piotrowski, The World since 1945 – A History of International
Relations, (Lynne Rienner 1997)
30. William R. Keylor, The Twentieth Century World – An international History (Oxford,
2001)
31. M.Mamoon & Jayanta Kumar Ray, Civil Society in Bangladesh Resistance and Retreat,
Kolkata, 1996



HIST 402C: Traditions of History Writing in India

a. Indian sense of the past---the meaning of historical consciousness----the Indian perceptions---the
concept of time in ancient India.

b. Sources: Histories and Historical consciousness in Ancient India---the expressions of historical
consciousness in the Vedic texts—the Buddhist and Jaina texts---the itihasa purana tradition---the
early medieval expressions---the historical biographies---Harshacharita and Rajtarangini.

c. Sources of Medieval Indian Historiography---Persian and Arabic inscriptions of the Sultanate
period—Early Sultanate Chroniclers—Sanskrit inscriptions---Imperial orders and edicts by
princes and nobles---farmans, nishans and parwanas---study of memoirs and biographies—
Babarnama, Akbarnama, Jahangir nama---Chisti attitude towards State---Sufi Ishrat traditions.

d. Historians and Histories of Mughal Empire under Akbar—Abul Fazl’s ideas of history---Khwaja
Nizamuddin’s treatment of History—Badauni’s treatment of History-- Some Historians of
Medieval India--Sultanate period—Barani, Isami, Amir Khusrau--Mughal period—Abul Fazl,
Badauni--Travel Accounts of Ibn Batuta, Bernier, and Manucci

e. Approaches to History: British attitude towards India---William Jones, James Mill, Todd—W.W.
Hunter—Moreland---V.Smith and others--Nationalist Approach---J.N.Sarkar, R.C.Majumdar,
N.K.Sinha and others-- Marxist Approach---D.D. Kosambi, Irfan Habib, Romila Thapar and
others--Subaltern Approach

Suggested Readings:

1. B. Sheikh Ali, History: Its Theory and Method, New Delhi.

2. E. Sreedharan, A Text Book Of Historiography, Orient Longman, 2004.

3. Irfan Habib, Essays in History: Towards a Marxist Interpretation, New Delhi, 1995.

4. Jagadish Narayan Sarkar, History of History Writing in Medieval India, Calcutta, 1973.

5. James Mill, The History Of British India, London, 1840—1848.

6. Javed Majeed, Ungoverned Imaginings, New Delhi.

7. Partha Chatterjee and Raziuddin Aquil, History in the Vernacular.

8. R.C.Majumdar, Historiography in Modern India, Bombay, 1970.

9. Ranajit Guha, An Indian Historiography Of India, Calcutta 1986.

10. Romila Thapar, Interpreting Early India, New Delhi, 1992.

11. S.B. Chowdhury, Theories Of Indian Mutiny, Calcutta 1965.



12. S.N.Mukherjee, Sir William Jones: A study in 18th Century British Attitudes to India, Cambridge

1968.

13. S.P.Sen, Historians and Historiography in Modern India, Calcutta1973.

14. Subodh Mukhopadhyay, Historians and Historiography in Modern India.

15. Sumit Sarkar, Writing Social History, New Delhi, 1997.

16. Vincent Smith, The Early History Of India, Oxford, 1957.



HIST 403EA: State and Society in India since Independence

a) Partition, Migration and Refugee Problem in West Bengal & Punjab: Problem of Migration,

Displacement and Rehabilitation - Socio-economic and political impact – Partition in Indian Films

and Literature.

b) Regionalism in Post-colonial India: Rise of regional politics in West Bengal, Bihar, Madhya Pradesh

and Assam – Movements for Jharkhand, Chhatisgarh, and Bodoland – Formation of new states

c) Indian Middle Class after Independence: Indian Middle Class – Middle class worldview, attitudes

and approaches – Emergence of new professions – Middle class influence on Indian Politics

d) Backward Castes and Tribes: Dalits in post-colonial India – Art and Craft - Changing life of the

Artisans – Tribes in transition – Caste violence and Ethnic movements after 1947 – Anti-Caste

Politics and Strategies – Reservation policy and agitation

e) Language & State: Linguistic movements for State formation – State Reorganization Commission -

Youth unrest and agitations in relation to state formation – Bengal, UP, Bihar, Andhra Pradesh

Maharashtra and others

f) State, Territoriality and Integration: Integration of Princely States – Areas in North, Northeast and

South India

g) Emerging Social Issues & Concerns: Communal forces versus State Power – Violence and Crimes –

Crime against Women – Corruption, unemployment and urban problems– Media, entertainment and

culture – Education and Sports

Suggested Readings:

1. Ravinder Kaur, Partition Narratives, New Delhi, OUP, 2007

2. Crispin Bates, Beyond Representations, New Delhi, OUP, 2006

3. Mushirul Hasan, Nehru’s India, New Delhi, OUP, 2006

4. Saurabh Dube (ed.), Post-colonial Passages, New Delhi, OUP, 2004

5. Bidyut Chakrabarty, Communal Identity in India, New Delhi, OUP, 2004

6. Sugata Bose & Ayesha Jalal (eds.), Nationalism, Democracy and Development, New Delhi, OUP, 1997

7. Neera Chankhoke & Praveen Priyadarshi, Contemporary India, Noida, Pearson, 2009

8. S. Ravi Rajan, Modernizing Nature, New Delhi, Orient Blackswan, 2008

9. Annpurna Shaw, Indian Cities in Transition, New Delhi, Orient Blackswan, 2007



10. Mahesh Rangarajan and K. Sivaramkrishnan (eds.), India’s Environment History, Vol 1 and Vol. 2, New

Delhi, Permanent Black, 2011

11. Bengt G. Karlsson, Unruly Hills, New Delhi, Social Science Press, 2011

12. Imtiaz Ahmed and Helmut Reifeld, Middle Class Values in India and Western Europe, New Delhi,

Social Science Press, 2002

13. Biswarup Sen, Of the People, Essays on Indian Popular Culture, New Delhi, Social Science Press, 2006

14. Suresh Chandra Ghosh, History of Education in Modern India, New Delhi, Permanent Black, 2009

15. Pradip Chattopadhyay, Redefining Tribal Identity, New Delhi, Primus Books, 2014

16. Vijaya Ramaswamy and Yogesh Sharma, Biography as History, New Delhi, Orient Blackswan, 2008

17. Partha Chatterjee, Empire and Nation, Essential Writings, 1985-2005, New Delhi, Permanent Black,

2010

18. Partha Chatterjee, History in the Vernacular, New Delhi, Permanent Black, 2010

19. Shobna Nijhawan, Nationalism in the Vernacular, New Delhi, Permanent Black, 2010

20. Stuart Blackburn, India’s Literary History, New Delhi, Orient Blackswan, 2007

21. Dipesh Chakraborty, Habitations of Modernity, New Delhi, Orient Blackswan, 2006

22. Dillip M. Menon, Cultural History of Modern India, New Delhi, Social Science Press, 2011

23. Rajni Kothari, Caste in Indian Politics, New Delhi, Orient Blackswan, 2010

24. Achin Vanaik and Rajiv Bhargava (eds.), Understanding Contemporary India, New Delhi, Orient

Blackswan, 2010

25. Balraj Puri, Kashmir, Insurgency and After, New Delhi, Orient Blackswan, 2008

26. Peggy Froerer, Religious Division and Social Conflict, New Delhi, Social Science Press, 2010

27. Robin Jeffrey, Media and Modernity, New Delhi, Permanent Black, 2010

28. Sudipta Kaviraj, Trajectories of the Indian State, New Delhi, Permanent Black, 2010

29. Thomas Blum Hansen, Violence in Urban India, New Delhi, Permanent Black, 2010

30. Gyan Pandey Remembering Partition: Violence, Nationalism and History in India Cambridge: Cambridge

University Press

31. Joya Chatterjee Bengal Divided: Hindu Communalism and Partition, 1932-1947. Cambridge: Cambridge

University Press, 1994.

32. Prafulla Kumar Chakrabarty, Marginal Men: The Refugees and the Left Political Syndrome in West

Bengal.

33. Taj ul-Islam Hashmi, Pakistan as a peasant utopia… East Bengal, 1920-1947 (Boulder, Colorado, 1992)

34. Suranjan Das Communal Riots in Bengal, 1905-47.New Delhi: Oxford University Press, 1994.



35. Bidyut Chakrabarty The Partition of Bengal and Assam, 1932-1947: Contour of Freedom, London:

RoutledgeCurzon, 2004.

36. Gyanendra Pandey Remembering Partition: Violence, Nationalism and History in India. Cambridge:

Cambridge University Press, 2001.

37. Gyan Pandey Routine Violence: Nations, Fragments, Histories. Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2006.

38. Ritu Menon and Kamla Bhasin. Borders and Boundaries: Women in India's Partition New Brunswick,

NJ: Rutgers University Press, 1998.

39. Urvashi Butalia The Other Side of Silence: Voices From the Partition of India. Durham: Duke University

Press, 2000.

40. Jasodhara Bagchi and Subhoranjan Dasgupta The Trauma and the Triumph: Gender and Partition in

Eastern India Kolkata: Stree, 2003.

41. Sarah Ansari Life After Partition: Migration, Community and Strife in Sindh, 1947-1962 Oxford University

Press, Karachi.

42. Ranabir Samaddar Refugees and the State: Practices of Asylum and Care in India, 1947-2000, New Delhi:

Sage, 2003.



HIST 404EB: History of South West Bengal, 1740-1947

a. The place of South West Bengal in the Mughal subah of Bengal: Local structures of

power and central authority in subah Bengal in the late 17th and early 18th centuries.

Establishment of British rule in South West Bengal—history of the formation of chakla

Midnapore and administrative changes resulting in redrawing of provincial boundaries.

b. The agrarian structure of South West Bengal in the colonial times: Important

landowning families, the peasant economy. Colonial agrarian intervention and agrarian

revolts—salt and cotton textile movements by artisans.

c. Caste and tribes of the region. Religious life—impact of Vaisnavism. South West

Bengal as a major centre of Sanskrit learning—Vishnupur and classical music—temple

architecture. Caste in a changing world—the Mahishya movement.

d. Forms of urbanisation in colonial South West Bengal: Bengal Nagpur Railway and its

impact on local society and urbanization, immigration and changes in the demographic

profile of major railheads, growth of municipalities, local and municipal politics and

mobilization of the elites.

e. Impact of western education and the growth of western educated local intelligentsia:

New educational institutions and response of indigenous elites. Changing position of

women. Emergence of modern professions—social consequences of westernization.

Rural economy in late 19th and early 20th century—different features of traditional and

folk culture within the broader context of westernization—folk, tribal, and classical

literature—newspapers and periodical journals.

f. Nationalist Politics in the region: Swadeshi, Non-Cooperation and Civil Disobedience

Movement—Gandhi and the transformation of the Congress as a mass organisation—

the rise of a local leadership of the Congress in South West Bengal with special

reference to the biographical profile of Birendranath Sasmal—Silda Satyagraha—

Tamralipta Jatiya Sarkar—the Famine of 1943 and the impact on the local society
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